are to be found amongst the dwelling-places of the
Kunbi cultivators.    The guddi is now a remnant
of the  past.    During the  old  troublous times,
when wars  were of constant occurrence,  when
both life and property were insecure, the chief
Patel  of the   village   built   a    guddi for  his
residence, in which he and his family were secure
from the assaults of marauding freebooters.    The
guddi also  offered protection to the villagers,
who retired therein at the approach of danger.
But in the present times of peace these defensive
dwellings are fast decaying, and are being replaced
by substantial houses.    Travelling over the  dis-
trict, we only come across these structures occa-
sionally, and then they are most frequently in
ruins.    The guddi is always surrounded with a
high wall, built sometimes of brick in mud, but
frequently of that grey loam with which the walls
which surround most of the villages in the dis-
tricts are constructed, and which have in many
instances  withstood the ravages  of centuries.
While walls of brick and chunam have yielded to
the action of time and weather, these simple mud
structures have stood on, defying both.   It is